
Motherwell Athletics Club

Draft                                                          Minutes of Committee Meeting 

held on 21 June 2007 

at the Boat House Gym, Motherwell

Attending:  Mark Coyle, Alan Tait, John Hughes, Claire Barr, Pat Allen, Bob McCrum, Stuart Dickson, Jo Clark and Phyllis Hands

Apologies:    Robert Gibb

1.  Minutes of Previous Meeting
The minutes of the May meeting were not available. PH advised that the minutes of the meeting held in April had not been circulated to the committee nor had they been before the committee for approval. After discussion, the committee agreed that the minutes should be circulated as soon as possible but it would be laid before the meeting in August for formal approval.

PH also raised the point that a note of the committee meeting held in April had been placed on the website, which brought the decision of the club to run non-members in club teams at national events in to the public domain. As no one else expressed any concern having heard MC explain that he had thought it necessary to have a note of the meeting on the web, PH’s concern was noted.

2. Secretary’s Report

AT had no matters to report that were not to be discussed later in the meeting.

3. Treasurer’s Report

PA reported there were a few bills outstanding, such as the use of the track at Wishaw for the track championship.  There was a balance of £6154.98 in the bank. The membership side was quite healthy and CB agreed to add PA to the list of recipients of a list of those who joined the club on line.

4. Road Runners and Coaches Report

JH was pleased to report that 16 members had taken part in the 3K track race for the road runners. Thanks to the large numbers of helpers and to the provision of numbers to each runner, no mistakes had been made. Many thanks to Robert Gibb for providing the numbers and recording the athletes. The next guest run would be held on 12 August from Strathyre to Callander, which was a 9 mile run. Proposals for September and October were currently being considered. A track parlauf for the road runners was also being organized for 08 September.

JH also reported that the coaching position in the Road Runners section was a bit precarious and would like to seek recruits for that position. MC agreed to place a note on the web. The Track & Field section caching position was still very healthy, despite the resignation of Carole Munro. Carole had resigned for personal reason and thanks were expressed to her for her valuable contribution during her coaching career.

5. Track & Field 

BM reported that there are currently 61 members of the Track & Field section, with several others anticipated. It would appear that many of the children have been telling their friends about athletics and are bringing them along. The shine awards have given the children something to aim for and the rounders appears to be a crowd puller. The enthusiasm of all the coaches is also rubbing off on the children and he is delighted at the atmosphere of friendship and endeavour that is prevalent in the section. 

As a result of the composite tea being entered in the Young Athlete’s league, the North Lanarkshire team is at the top of the league and is likely to be in the final at Grangemouth. It is hoped that a coach (i.e. bus not person) can be hired so that the team, made up from athletes in Motherwell, Airdrie and Cumbernauld Athletics clubs, can travel together to the venue and with a large traveling support.

The Motherwell athletes performed well at the school sports events and as a result David McCrum, Ilona Clark and Lewis Gibb have been chosen to represents North Lanarkshire against South Lanarkshire at the Supercounty Sports. Scott Dickson will be participating in the School Olympics.

Sincere thanks were expressed to Stuart and Yvonne for the excellent job of registering the athletes for the Club Track Championships.

On Saturday mornings some of the older track and field athletes have been joining in the session for the roadrunners and have enjoyed the experience. It is the intention that this should continue through out the summer.

The under-12’s group is now meeting on a Monday night at the track rather than a Saturday morning as the track was too busy on a Saturday to enable them to gain the full advantage from the session. 

CB raised the question of training the youngsters for longer distance races and JH agreed to raise this with the coaches at their end of season round up.

6.   AOCB
a. AT reported that he and MC had met with Ewan Cameron (EC) the development officer with Scottish Athletics (SAL). He has been given the remit of developing clubs throughout the nation. The main focus of the meeting was based on the children and accessing funds of staggering amounts. It would appear that the development of the club could be enhanced by working with Airdrie and Cumbernauld to present a regional plan for individual club development. It would not mean that each club loses its identity but would mean that sessions or lectures could be held for the three clubs together where top coaches or speakers could attend. It would mean that the encouragement and development of future athletic stars would rest with the clubs rather than with a part time athletics development officer employed by North Lanarkshire Council (NLC). However, the level of funding available may enable such an officer to be employed by NLC if it can be shown there is untapped potential in the schools. The current age groups of Sportshall are to be altered so that there will be three age groups – under 13, under 11 and under 9. A document looking to elevate athletics in primary schools is being prepared. There is also a scheme whereby the club can attain ‘Club Mark Accreditation’ which sounds extremely interesting and our club already ticks a lot of the boxes. Having such accreditation can open doors for sponsorship and funding.

The committee were impressed by the ideas that AT had brought from EC and were unanimous in their approval for AT and MC to participate fully in meetings to be arranged with Airdrie and Cumbernauld by EC.

b. Committee members were asked to consider between now and the next meeting the best way forward for the club in respect of an application for the Club Mark criteria.

c. Stuart Dickson (SD) advised the committee that his wife had applied to Lloyds TSB to nominate the club for funding. She is employed by them and was given the opportunity to put the club forward as a result of the Lloyds TSB willingness to promote sport. She has submitted the application document but would like to know what she ought to say in order to present the club in the best light and to explain what and why the club needs funds. It was agreed that BM and JH would meet with SD to enable his wife, Anne Marie, to have all the information she requires. Thanks were expressed to Anne Marie for her nomination of the club.

d. William martin (WL) had intimated via Email that he was aware of positions being available on the SAL Strategy Board and that it is open to clubs to nominate people to this board. It was believed that would give the club access to the working of the SAL and that MC should be nominated. MC intimated that he was honoured to be considered to represent the club on that board and was willing to have his name put forward.

e. The committee agreed to have the summer BBQ on 29th July 2007.

f. CB intimated that the club required more vests because of the large influx of members. The committee agreed that CB could purchase the vests she required along with some spares. CB had found a manufacturer for shorts in burgundy that was almost the same as the vests. She was asked to proceed with obtaining some shorts. CB produced promotional material about tracksuits in the club colours. It was agreed that she should ask the manufacturer to produce one track suit, to fit one of the coaches, so that the club members could see what it would be like. It would then be decided if there was sufficient interest for the club to arrange for the item to be available to club members

g. The Bute Highland Games in Rothesay are to be held on 18th August with the children’s events starting at 11 a.m. It was agreed that the bus should be booked for this event. 

h. As there was to be no meeting in July, the next meeting would be held on 16 August.    


