Motherwell Athletics Club
Minutes of Committee Meeting

Held on 19th April, 2007
At the Boat House Gym, Motherwell
1.
Attending: Mark Coyle (MC), John Hughes (JH), Patricia Allen (PA), Alan Tait (AT), Stuart Dickson (SD),  Benjamin Hands (BH), Clare Barr (CB), Robert Gibb (RG), Jo Clarke (JC) and Elaine Jamieson (EJ, Minutes).
Apologies: Bob McCrum (BMcC), Phyllis Hands (PH), 
2.
Minutes of Previous Meetings
March’s minutes were approved by meeting on the motion of AT and seconded by BH.

3. Matters Arising

i    Yvonne Murray - AT informed the committee that an acknowledgement and thank you letter has been sent to Yvonne Murray following her resignation letter. 

ii
National Road Relays – BH raised concern over the National Road Relays competition held in Livingston.  He had received a complaint from Matt Graham following the event.  Matt was concerned that he was not given a 5k leg to run despite having requested this with AT sometime before the event.  After some discussion between BH and AT, MC advised that he had offered to swap his 5k leg with Matt, but Matt declined the offer.  BH requested that a formal letter of apology be sent to Matt, this was opened up to the committee but it was felt that since both AT and BH had verbally opologised to Matt on separate occasions, this would not be necessary.  There was also concern raised by BH about non-MAC runners running for the 1st team in the same event, when there were MAC runners available in the 2nd team.  AT apologised that this happened and agreed that other members from the 2nd team should have made up the first team.  BH questioned AT as to when he sought non MAC runners to take part in the relays.  This led to some intense discussion and questioning of each other’s responses.  

In the end, BH informed those present that he would find it difficult to work alongside AT on this committee and tendered his resignation.  He also stated that he would be resigning from the Road Runners committee and left the meeting. 


It was agreed that in future events, non-MAC runners would only be invited to make up a second team.
3. Treasurer’s Report

PA circulated March’s Financial report and this was accepted.
4. Secretary’s Report – AT reported the following
i
Elizabeth Martin and Mae McIsaac have taken part in a Children’s Athletics course paid for by themselves at a cost of £65.  He has contacted Bonnie Wallace to ascertain if this could be re-imbursed via North Lanarkshire Council.  Mae has also purchased beanbags for the under 11s.  These were puchased on-line and she doesn’t have a receipt for reimbursement.
ii
Carol Munro is up-grading her coaching qualification from Level I to Level II and if anyone else is interested in doing this, the cost is free through Scottish Athletics.

iii
JH was thanked for his help in completing and returning the North Lanarkshire Council Child Protection forms.
iv
Tommy Boyle has once again contacted AT with regards to presenting to the Club.  It was agreed that it would be added as an agenda item at the next Coaches Meeting and any decisions would be reported back at a future committee meeting.




5. Coaches’ Report – JH’s reported the following

i
The next Coaches meeting will be held next Wednesday.  


ii
We are hosting the next Young Athletes meeting.


iii
Organisation will start on the Club Championship competition.

iv
Positive feedback was received following Kenny Muir’s presentation.  Ideas for future presentation nights are a Sports Nutritionist and a Coach/Athlete evening. 



v
MC advised that David McMeechan has also offered to come and speak.


vi
More Guest run suggestions are required.  The possibility of the Moffat run is being investigated.  JC suggested The West Highland Way again for the end September/early October. 



6. Road Runner’s Report –

In the absence of BH no report was given.
7. Track and Field Report – RG reported the following in the absence of BMcC:
i
The next league meeting will be held on the 6th however Lesley Roy would like us to convene the meeting to the 27th. 
ii
Approximately 11 track and field athletes attended Dumfries on 15th April despite the date clashing with Grangemouth.  Two medals were won at the Javlin.   The committee praised the athletes for their efforts and wished them continued success.    
iii
Training is continuing on Wednesday evenings and Saturday mornings.  The track is becoming intensely busy on Saturday mornings so they are considering Dalziel Park as an alternative venue. 

8. Welfare Officer’s Report – In the absence of PH, EJ reported the following:

i
A few disclosure Scotland forms have recently been sent off for Joanne and Robert.  As far as PH is aware all the other coaches have been disclosed. JH has our 'welfare statement' so we are up to date.
9.
Club Kit – CB reported the following:


i
An order form is going round for short sleeved T-shirts.


ii
A supplier is still being sought for men’s running shorts, as well as other garments ie lighter jackets and shoe bags.


iii
A supplier has been found for track suits.   
10.
Club Event Proposal  
After some discussion it was agreed to put a hold on the organisation of a Club Race until next year due to time constraints on other people’s commitments.  MC will advise interested sponsors of this decision. 
11. AOCB – MC advised the following:
i. The ‘My Race’ article has now been written. 
ii. Some MAC runners have contributed to the next edition of ‘Runner’s World’. – Jim Tracey has written a piece on the Glasgow Guest Run.  JC will check which edition these will be in.    
iii. Aldi’s have their Triathlon suits coming back in in a few weeks.
10. Date of Next Meeting

The next meeting will take place on Thursday 17th May, 2007 at the Boathouse Gym at 8.00 p.m. 
